
December 17th 2016      

Heritage Study for West Queen West 
(WQW: Queen Street West, Roncesvalles– Bathurst)

PRIOR INVOLVEMENT WITH OSSINGTON AVENUE

I have some prior experience with the Queen Street West streetscape, arising from an earlier 
planning study involving Ossington Avenue's confluence with Queen Street West.   From this earlier 
vantage point I have segued into the Heritage Study for West Queen West, reviewed the November 
29th 2016 presentation and panels – and prepared these remarks :

OVERALL REACTION

The Heritage Study for West Queen West is that it reads more like an Avenue Study.  

It places tremendous emphasis on Queen Street's Commercial Residential (CR) designated frontages 
rather than delving into its historical land use patterns.  It identifies swathes of frontages where it 
dismisses any regard for heritage, essentially clearing them as potential development sites.  All the 
while, the exercise is weak in expressing, and hence, integrating the area's historical rhythms.

HISTORY AND HERITAGE

If we don't know the area's history, then it obscures the analysis of the area's observable artifacts. 

I had expected the area's history to be cited at some length in concert with the analysis of the  
existing building stock.  Heritage initiatives are about salvaging urban memories that are slipping or  
have slipped away.  It is necessary to remind ourselves – to capture escaping snippets of history, and 
to confirm them.  Some chapters of Queen Street's history are only evident in a few faint physical 
remnants, whilst other eras are are resplendent in strength.  

COMMENTS : HERITAGE STUDY FOR WEST QUEEN WEST – WQW               DECEMBER 17TH 2016 1



CASE IN POINT  

Ossington Avenue's confluence with Queen Street is a case in point.  

It is an all but forgotten urban structure, due in part to its lack of immeubles associated 
with its early days, that might otherwise provide time-spanning reminders and explainers.  

Drive-by Planning has a longstanding presumption that Ossington Avenue is a lacklustre 
thoroughfare, albeit, with a truly diverse mixture of commercial and residential parts.   
In truth, Ossington Avenue has an extraordinary lineage, purposefully chronicled throughout 
the reams of plans outlining the city's growth from its inception.  This, because Ossington 
Avenue formed part of of the Dundas Highway – that accessed all points in western Upper 
Canada, and served as the Mail Road to Niagara.   

The Ossington Avenue – Queen Street crossroads raises a number of WQW Study points :

1. The Ossington confluence deserves its legitimate place in the WQW HCD matrix.
2. The WQW Study's boundaries do not reflect the Ossington confluence.
3. There are no surviving buildings from this early duration to serve as reminders, and
4. expressing the Ossington confluence will require other indirect means.
5. The public realm, parks and open space features have not been addressed. 

OVERARCHING STRATEGY

The overarching strategy should be : to make the area's history a legible and integral part of future 
development initiatives.  In some instances this will require an indirect approach, for instance 
cobbling together by various means the expression of a physically under-represented period, 
whilst other eras can be directly expressed through their abundance of complementary buildings.   

Ultimately, the exercise needs to identify desirable forms of reinvestment along Queen Street, and 
to inform new developments of how to best fit in, respect and reinforce Queen Street's legacy. 
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MAPPING OBSERVATIONS

A number of anomalies were identified on the WQW Study maps.  

Whether these are isolated occurrences or indicative of systemic 
inconsistencies requires a comprehensive review and remedy  :

▪ In general, the base-map diagrams overpower the data displayed, making analysis difficult.
▪ Historical information is sparse, and character statements are required throughout.
▪ Mapping layers tend towards the Avenue Study lexicon, ran than HCD considerations.
▪ Some overlays, such as the Goad's Atlas mapping, are out of register, and likewise,
▪ Ossington Avenue appears as Brookfield Street in the Building Typologies overlays. 

IN CONCLUSION

The Garden City Heritage Conservation District Plan is a worthwhile comparative reference.  
It outlines the underlying historical evolution of the area, includes Parks and Open Space 
considerations, and defines a vocabulary of heritage-sensitive development standards.

Sincerely – 

Terry Mills 
 B.ARCH RPP MCIP

APPENDICES follow :
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 EARLY INTERVALS IN QUEEN STREET'S EVOLUTION
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